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7th  May 2026 

Michael O’Neill Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Learn-to-Fly Scholarships – Information Sheet 

Background 

A seriously ill Tumut Aero Club (TAC) member passed away on 11 June 2023. Before his passing, 

he generously donated his Jabiru aircraft (24-5281) to the Tumut Aero Club for a token price. This 

donation was made on the proviso that a scholarship fund be established to assist suitably 

identified young aviation enthusiasts in pursuing their flying goals, for example, becoming 

recreational pilots. 

The aircraft was subsequently sold for $30,000, creating the Michael O’Neill Memorial Scholarship 

Fund. 

The scholarships will partially fund Recreation Aviation Australia (RAAus) flying training. The 

Scholarship Fund is administered by the Tumut Aero Club, with the intention of awarding annual 

scholarships over several years. 

For the 2026–2027 round of scholarships, applicants must have completed at least three (3) 

hours of flying training with an RAAus-approved training organisation. Applications close 31st July  

Aims-: 

The aim of the Michael O’Neill Scholarship program is to:  

• Assist young people residing in Tumut, Gundagai, Brungle, Adelong, Tarcutta, Talbingo, Batlow, 

Tumbarumba, and surrounding districts to continue their flying training. 

• Encourage long-term, active membership within the Tumut Aero Club aviation community. 

The Scholarship Grant is a support initiative for young people who have demonstrated an interest 

in aviation, have commenced recreational pilot training, and may be considering an aviation 

career. The program particularly supports those who, due to financial limitations, may find it 

difficult to continue their flight training. 

Scholarship Category 
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Flying scholarships are offered to individuals who are at least 15 years of age at the 

commencement of pilot training. Successful recipients are expected to complete their training 

within twelve (12) months from their commencement date. 

Scholarship Financial Assistance 

The Tumut Aero Club is not currently a flight training school, however, financial assistance will be 

provided to successful applicants to continue their training at an RAAus-approved flying school of 

their choice. 

A list of current RAAus flight training schools nearby is provided in Appendix 1. 

On behalf of the Michael O’Neill Memorial Scholarship Fund, the Tumut Aero Club offers: 

• A contribution of $200 per flight hour, up to the granting of a Recreational Pilot Certificate, or a 

maximum of 25 hours, toward current flight training costs. 

• The selected flight training school must receive prior approval from the Tumut Aero Club. 

Selection Criteria 

Applicants must: 

1. Be at least 15 years of age. 

2. Have completed a minimum of three (3) hours of flying training with an RAAus-endorsed flying 

school. 

3. Provide a written recommendation from an approved RAAus instructor confirming their ability 

and enthusiasm to continue flight training. 

It is expected that scholarship recipients will: 

1. Demonstrate the financial capacity to partially fund their training and continue flying after 

obtaining an RAAus certificate. 

2. Inform the Tumut Aero Club (preferably in advance) of any extenuating circumstances that may 

delay or prevent training progression. 

3. Possess adequate English language, numeracy, and general aptitude skills. 

4. Agree to participate in ongoing surveys and evaluation activities during and after the 

scholarship period. 

5. Consent to the publication of their name, age, town, photograph, and training progress for 

promotional and reporting purposes. 

6. Become full financial members of both the Tumut Aero Club and RAAus upon acceptance. 
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Ineligible Applicants 

• Immediate family members of current Tumut Aero Club committee members. 

• Applicants who submit incomplete applications. 

Application Assessment Process 

Applications will be assessed by an independent panel appointed by the Tumut Aero Club and 

graded solely against the selection criteria. 

The panel will: 

• Validate all applications against this Information Sheet. 

• Prepare a confidential list of candidates. 

• Advise unsuccessful applicants and provide feedback upon request. 

• Reserve the right to accept or reject any application without further correspondence. 

• Award scholarships. 

Terms and Conditions 

Successful applicants: 

• Must self-fund all travel, accommodation, memberships, and associated out-of-pocket expenses. 

• Are responsible for purchasing logbooks and any required training manuals. 

• Are expected to complete their training and acquit scholarship funds within twelve (12) months 

of award. 

In exceptional circumstances, applicants may apply to the panel for an extension. 

Submission of Applications 

Applications and supporting documents may be submitted either: 

• Electronically to secretary@tumutaeroclub.org.au 

• By mail to: 

  The Secretary 
  Tumut Aero Club Inc. 
  PO Box 112 
  Tumut NSW 2720 

 

Liability Waiver 



C:\Users\kateh\Dropbox\My PC (LAPTOP-
KU2D7DPT)\Downloads\Michael_ONeill_Memorial_Scholarship_Information_Sheet 7 May 

2026.docx4 
 

In the unlikely event that the Tumut Aero Club, on behalf of the Scholarship Fund, is unable to 

provide flight training, no liability will be accepted for any inconvenience or financial loss 

incurred by applicants. 

 

 

Scholarship Application Checklist 

 Applicants are at least 15 years of age. 

 Applicant has completed a minimum of three (3) hours of flying training with an RAAus-

endorsed flying school. 

 Written recommendation provided by an approved RAAus instructor. 

 Demonstrated ability to partially fund training and continue flying post-certification. 

 Willingness to become a full financial member of the Tumut Aero Club and RAAus. 

 Consent provided for publication of personal and training details. 

 Willingness to participate in surveys and evaluations during and after the scholarship period. 

 

APPENDIX 1        

Tumut     
Air Escape  3 

Axis; WS  P Wilson   
0418 278 012 

Website   

Wagga Wagga   
Wagga Air Centre  3 

Axis  C Cabot   

02 6922 7122  
0427 227  
122  
Website   

Wagga Wagga   
Wagga Bike Tyres- Aviation Division 3 

Axis  F Burke   

02 6921 4981  
0407 252  
505  
Website   

  

 

 

http://www.airescape.com.au/
http://www.airescape.com.au/
http://www.airescape.com.au/
https://www.waggaaircentre.com.au/
https://www.waggaaircentre.com.au/
https://www.waggaaircentre.com.au/
http://www.waggabiketyres.com/
http://www.waggabiketyres.com/
http://www.waggabiketyres.com/

